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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA-2018-0063]

Agency Information Collection Requestunder OMB Review; Request for
Comments

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice and request for comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this notice
announces the Information Collection Request (ICR) abstracted below is being forwarded
to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for review and comment. A Federal
Register Notice with a 60-day comment period soliciting comments on the following
information collection was published May 16, 2018. The agency did not receive any
comments.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on or before [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER
DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER].

ADDRESSES: Send comments regarding the burden estimate, including suggestions for
reducing the burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Attention: Desk Officer
for the Office of the Secretary of Transportation, 725 17" Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cristina Echemendia, Office of
Crashworthiness Standards, NRM-130, 202-366-6345, National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration, Room W43-447, Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey



Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20590. Please identify the relevant collection of

information by referring to its OMB Control Number.



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Before a Federal agency can collect certain
information from the public, it must receive approval from the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB). In compliance with those requirements, this notice announces the
following information collection request has been forwarded to OMB.

NHTSA published a Federal Register notice requesting public comment on this
information collection.® No comments were received.

The following describes the collection of information for which NHTSA intends
to seek OMB approval. It is titltd “Consolidated Child Restraint System Registration,
Labeling and Defect Notifications.” (OMB Control Number: 2127-0576). NHTSA’s
information collection for child restraint systems expired April 30, 2018; therefore, this
request is a reinstatement of a previously approved collection of information.

Title: Consolidated Child Restraint System Registration, Labeling and Defect
Notifications

OMB Control Number: 2127-0576

Type of Request: Reinstatement of a previously approved collection of information.
Abstract: The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act, now codified at 49
U.S.C. 30111, authorizes the issuance of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
(FMVSS). Moreover, under 49 U.S.C. 30117, the Secretary is also authorized to require
manufacturers to provide information to first purchasers of motor vehicles or motor
vehicle equipment when the vehicle equipment is purchased, in the form of printed matter
placed in the vehicle or attached to the motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment. The
Secretary is authorized to issue, amend, and revoke such rules and regulations as he/she

deems necessary.

1 83FR22744 (May 16, 2018).



Child restraint manufacturers are required to provide an owner’s registration card
for purchasers of child safety seats in accordance with title 49 of the Code of Federal
Regulation (CFR), Part 571.213, “Child restraint Systems.” The registration card is
perforated into two-parts (see Figures 1 and 2). The top part contains a message and
suitable instructions to be retained by the purchaser. The bottom part is to be returned to
the manufacturer by the purchaser. The bottom part includes prepaid return postage, the
pre-printed name/address of the manufacturer, the pre-printed model and date of
manufacture, and spaces for the purchaser to fill in his/ner name and address. Optionally,
child restraint manufacturers are permitted to add to the registration form: (a) specified
statements informing CRS owners that they may register online; (b) the Internet address
for registering with the company; (c) revisions to statements reflecting use of the Internet
to register; and (d) a space for the consumer’s e-mail address. For those CRS owners
with access to the Internet, online registration may be a preferred method of registering a
CRS.

In addition to the registration card supplied by the manufacturer, NHTSA has
implemented a CRS registration system to assist those individuals who have either lost
the registration card that came with the CRS or purchased a previously owned CRS.
Upon the owner’s request, NHTSA provides a substitute registration form that can be
obtained either by mail or from the Internet® (see Figure 3). When the completed
registration is returned to the agency, it is then submitted to CRS manufacturers. In the
absence of a substitute registration system, many owners of child passenger safety seats,
especially any second-hand owners, might not be notified of safety defects and

noncompliances and would not have the defects and noncompliances remedied.

2 http://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/problems/recalls/register/childseat/csregfrm.pdf.



Child seat owner registration information is retained in the event owners need to
be contacted for defect recalls or replacement campaigns. Chapter 301 of title 49 of the
United States Code specifies that if either NHTSA or a manufacturer determines that
motor vehicles or items of motor vehicle equipment contain a defect that relates to motor
vehicle safety or fails to comply with an applicable Federal motor vehicle safety standard,
the manufacturer must notify owners and purchasers of the defect or noncompliance and
must provide a remedy without charge. In title 49 of the CFR, part 577, defect and
noncompliance notification for equipment items, including child restraint systems, must
be sent by first class mail to the most recent purchaser known to the manufacturer.

Child restraint manufacturers are also required to provide a printed instructions
brochure with step-by-step information on how the restraint is to be used. Without
proper use, the effectiveness of these systems is greatly diminished. Each child restraint
system must also have a permanent label. A permanently attached label gives “quick
look” information on whether the restraint meets the safety requirements, recommended
installation and use, and warnings against misuse. CRSs equipped with internal
harnesses to restrain the child and with components to attach to a child restraint
anchorage system are also required to be labeled with a child weight limit for using the
lower anchors to attach the child restraint to the vehicle. The child weight limit depends
on the weight of the CRS.

Affected Public: Child restraint manufacturers, individuals, and households.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 29 CRS manufacturers and approximately

2,569,399 Individuals and/or Households.



Frequency: Every certified child restraint system registered and some child restraint
systems produced.
Number of Responses: 2,569,399 total annual registration responses® and 5,075,000 total
annual labeling responses.
Estimated Total Annual Burden: 99,330 hours
The total estimated hour burden will increase from the 40,497 hours to 99,330 burden
hours (58,833 burden hours increase). The increase in burden is due to the inclusion of
the burden hours to consumers for filling out the registration form and due to an increase
in CRS sales.
Estimated Total Annual Burden Cost: $2,351,374

The total burden hours for this collection consist of: (1) the hours spent by consumers
filling out the registration form, (2) the hours spent collecting registration information,
and (3) the hours spent determining the maximum allowable child weight for lower
anchor use and adding the information to the existing label and instruction manual.

NHTSA estimates 14,500,000 CRSs are currently sold each year by 29 CRS
manufacturers. Ofthe CRSs sold each year, NHTSA estimates 2,147,504 are registered
using registration cards and 421,895 are registered online. A consumer spends
approximately 60 seconds filling out the registration form. The estimated annual number
of burden hours for consumers to fill out the registration form is 42,823 hours (=
2,569,399 x (60 seconds / 3,600 seconds/hour)). Manufacturers must spend about 90
seconds to enter the information from each returned registration card; while, online

registrations are considered to have no burden for the manufacturer, as the information is

% This is the number of registrations filled out by consumers and the information collection by the CRS
manufacturers of those received registrations.



entered by the purchaser. Therefore, the estimated annual number of burden hours for
CRS registration information collection is 53,688 hours (= 2,147,504 x (90 seconds /
3,600 seconds/hour)).

About 10,150,000 of the CRSs sold each year are equipped with internal harnesses.
About half of the CRSs equipped with internal harnesses sold annually (5,075,000 =
10,150,000 x 0.5) would require a label with the maximum allowable child weight for
using the lower anchors. Manufacturers must spend about two seconds to determine the
maximum allowable child weight for lower anchor use and to add the information to the
existing label and instruction manual. Therefore, the total annual burden hours for the
information on the maximum allowable child weight in the existing label and instruction
manual is 2,819 hours (= 5,075,000 x (2 seconds / 3,600 seconds/hour)).

The estimated total annual number of burden hours is 99,330 (= 42,823 + 53,688 +
2,819) hours. The total estimated hour burden increased from 40,497 hours in the 2015
information collection notice to 99,330 burden hours (a 58,833 burden hour
increase). The increase in burden is due to the inclusion of the burden hours to
consumers for filling the registration form and due to an increase in CRS sales. In 2015,
NHTSA estimated approximately 10,600,000 CRSs are sold each year while NHTSA’s
estimate in 2018 increased to 14,500,000 CRSs.

Public Comments Invited: You are asked to comment on any aspects of this
information collection, including: (a) whether the proposed collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the Department, including
whether the information will have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the Department’s

estimate of the burden of the proposed information collection; (c) ways to enhance the



quality, utility and clarity of the information to be collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information on respondents, including the use of automated

collection techniques or other forms of information technology.

Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35.

Issued in Washington, D.C., under authority delegated in 49 CFR 1.95 and 501.8.

Raymond R. Posten,
Associate Administrator for Rulemaking.

Billing Code: 4910-59-P
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FOR YOUR CHILD’S CONTINUED SAFETY
References to
Please take a few moments to promptly fill out and return the online registration
attached card [or register online using the direct link to the are optional.
manufacturer’s registration website provided].
, . Preprinted
Al'thougt! child restrai.nt systems undergo testing and evaluation, r;;;g;ccw
it is possible that a child restraint could be recalled. consumer: bold
3 | { typeface, caps
minimum In case of recall, we can reach you only if we have your name and lower case
and address, so please send in the card [or register online] to be minimum 12 point
on our recall list. type.
L —
Please fill this card out and mail it NOW, 4//
[for register online at
(insert manufacturer’s registration website)]
Y while you are thinking about it,
The card is already addressed and we’ve paid the postage.
A Tttt Tear @';nim}iﬂh_if;a; Tttt -—__
. FOLD/PERFORATION
Consumer: Just fill in your name and address and
e-mail address (optional).
Your Name References to
e-mail address
tional.
Your Street Address are optiona
AN
3 City State Zip Code
minimum

E-mail Address (optional)

CHILD RESTRAINT REGISTRATION CARD

RESTRAINT MODEL XXX
SERIAL NUMBER YYYY
MANUFACTURED ZZ-ZZ-20ZZ

«—

Minimum 10%
screen tint.

Preprinted or

| — stamped child
restraint system
model name or
number and date
of manufacture.

Figure 1 — Registration form for child restraint systems — product identification number

and purchaser information side
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POST OFFICE BOX 0000
ANYTOWN, ST 12345-6789

Block letters
(sans serif)-Bold
/ minimum 48 point

IMPORTANTY =
In case of a recall, we can reach you only if we have > Minimum 10%
your name and address. You MUST send in the X screen tint.
attached card or register online to be on our recall Preprinted
list reprmte message
. ‘\~ to consumer; bold
r-\l‘_ typeface, caps and
We’ve already paid the postage. lower case
minimum 12 point
Do it today. type. Reference to
online registration
is optional.
-
NO POSTATE
NECESSARY FOLD/PERFORATION
IFMAILD ——_|
IN THE Indication that
UNITED STATES postage is
prepaid.
Reference to
online registration is
optional.
MANUFACTURER

Preprinted or
stamped name
and address of
manufacturer or
its designee.

Figure 2 — Registration form for child restraint systems — address side



Form Approved: O.M.B. No. 2127-0576

CHILD SAFETY SEAT REGISTRATION FORM
FOR YOUR CHILD'’S CONTINUED SAFETY

Although child safety seats undergo testing and evaluation, it is possible that your child
seat could be recalled. In case of a recall 1t 1s important that the manufacturer be able to contact
you as soon as possible so that your seat can be corrected.

All child safety seats manufactured since March 1993 have a registration form so that owners
can provide their names/addresses to the manufacturer. In case of a safety recall, the
manufacturer can use that information to send recall letters to owners. Also, child safety seat
manufacturers have agreed to maintain owner names/addresses for child safety seats
manufactured before March 1993, so they can notify those consumers in the event of a future
safety recall. However. in order for the manufacturer to know which child safety seat you own,
all of the information on the lower half of this page must be provided.

If you would like the National Highway Traffic Safety Admumstration (NHTSA) to give your
name and address to the manufacturer of your child safety seat. so that you can be notified of any
future safety recalls regarding your child safety seat, fill out this form. Please type or print
clearly. sign and mail this postage-paid, pre-addressed form.

If you have any questions, or need help with any child safety seat or motor vehicle safety issue.
call the U.S. Department of Transportation’s toll-free Vehicle Safety Hotlne at 1-888-424-9393
(Washington DC AREA RESIDENTS, 202-366-0123).

Your Name: Telephone

Your Street Address

City: . State: Zip Code:

IMPORTANT: The following information is essential and can be found on labels on your
child seat.

Child Seat
Manufacturer:

Child Seat Model
Name & Number:

Child Seat
Date of
Manufacture:

I AUTHORIZE NHTSA TO PROVIDE A COPY OF THIS REPORT TO THE CHILD
SAFETY SEAT MANUFACTURER.

SIGNATURE: DATE:

Please mail to:

U.S. Department of Transportation

National Highway Traffic Safety Adnunistration
DOT Vehicle Safety Hotline

400 Tth Street, SW

Washington. DC 20590

The Privacy Act of 1974 - Public Law 93-579, As Amended: This information is requested pursuant to
the authority vested in the National Highway Traffic Safety Act and subsequent amendments. You are
under no obligation to respond to this questionnaire. Your response maybe used to assist the NHTSA
in determining whether a manufacturer should take appropriate action to correct a safety defect. If the
NHTSA proceeds with administration enforcement or litigation agamnst a manufacturer. your response.
or statistical summary thereof, may be used in support of the agency's action.

Figure 3 — lllustration of Child Safety Seat Registration Form
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